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The first state of emergency due to COVID-19 in Japan, extended through May of 2020. A
year later, we are living amidst the third state of emergency issued by the Japanese
government. Our lives are heavily entrusted to online communications. Education of future
health professionals is also affected. In the specific case of health professions students, health
facilities have restricted or refused clinical experiences to protect both patients and students.
Patient contact is essential and unique for the educational experience of future health
professionals. COVID-19 has affected life at all levels, and having reduced numbers of health
workers or less prepared health workers may hit harder on vulnerable communities. Future
health professionals need training that is connected to real life more than ever.

Since its start in 2002, CHARM has been providing internships and accommodating
students in the fields of Social Welfare, Theology, Medicine, and from 2020 Nursing. Despite
the limitations derived from the pandemic, students have benefited from CHARM's experience
and are learning firsthand that supporting the health of foreigners, people living with HIV and
addiction, etc., requires the joint efforts of civil society, health facilities, health workers and
individuals. We hope that CHARM will continue to fulfill its mission and to help develop future
health workers with glocal perspectives.
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